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“Before I conclude let me tell you what has been the strongest attraction that
has brought me to your country not heeding my physical infirmity and the risks of
a difficult journey. In the East we bend our heads before all that is humanly great
and not merely what is mechanically perfect. We hail him as great who conquers
circumstances because he has conquered himself... even in my own corner of India
I seemed to have felt the glamour of the greatness of the present ruler of Persia
revealing to my mind a vision of a new morning at the verge of a distant skyline.
We were sure that a masterful man, a builder of the destiny of a nation has at last

appeared in our neighborhood.”'
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(Persia is being unified, her baffling customs and superstitions ruthlessly
eliminated; her educational and social foundations are being securely established on

2
a sane healthy nationalism which is in harmony with the modern age. »
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1. Rabindranath Tagore, English writings of Tagore Lecture, Int.. Mohit K. Ray, At
Tehran, dated 5th May 1932, pp. 85-884
2. English writings of Tagore Lecture, Int.. Mohit K. Ray, My visit to Persia, dated

25th May 1932, pp. 893-890
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The night has ended.

Put out the light of the lamp

Of thine own narrow dark corner
Smudged with smoke,

The great morning which is for all
Appears in the East.

Let its light reveal us to each other
Who walk on the same path

Of pilgrimagel.
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